REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2007

Present:


President:

Jim Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin


Clerk:


Anne Dorn


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Mike Musso, John Russell, 

Becky Waltrip and Dan Watson


Attorney:

Doug Henry

PW Employees:

Chad Insko

Also Attending:

SVPC / ZBA

Andy Phillips

Baxter & Woodman
Clyde Wakefield

Moring Disposal

Denny Pate

Gary Erb

Erb Equities, Inc.

Atty. David McArdle
Zukowski, Rogers, Flood & McArdle

CV Residents

Scott Kramer

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President Jim Mays called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and all trustees were present    

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

A motion was made by Dan “to approve the agenda as presented”; seconded by Sue.  Prior to a voice vote, Attorney Henry asked that item O. 3. Eminent Domain Settlement Offer is removed from the agenda.  A new motion was made by Nance’ “to accept the amended agenda”; seconded by Sue.  The motion passed six (6) “ayes”.

C.  MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 26 REGULAR MEETING AND FEBRUARY 28 SPECIAL MEETING 

Following review of the minutes, Nance’ moved that the “minutes of the February 26th Regular Board Meeting be accepted as presented”; seconded by Becky.  Motion carried with six (6) “ayes”.   

Following review of the minutes the February 28th Special Meeting, a motion was made by Dan “to approve the minutes of the February 28th Special Board Meeting as presented”; seconded by Nance’.  Motion carried with six (6) “ayes”.   

D.  SVPC / ZBA RECOMMENDATION OF 2007 VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
President Mays said that the Village Planning Commission / Zoning Board of Appeals met on Tuesday, March 6.  After reviewing the proposed Comprehensive Plan for the Village, the members of the Commission made a motion to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees to approve and adopt the 2007 Comprehensive Plan for the Village of Stillman Valley.  Attorney Henry said the passage of the Comprehensive Plan needs to be done in the form of a Village ordinance.  The Clerk had the document presented in resolution form.  The Clerk was instructed to have the ordinance at the March 26th Board Meeting.  A motion was made by Becky “to table the approval and adoption of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan until the March 26, 2007 Board Meeting”; seconded by Mike.  Motion carried with six (6) “ayes”.   

Following the adoption of the ordinance, the Comprehensive Plan will be recorded with the Ogle County Recorders Office.

E.  CITIZEN COMMENTS
Scott Kramer (Cherry Valley resident) was in attendance regarding the possible annexation agreement between the Village and land developer, Erb Equities.  Scott asked that each member of the Board look at all the facts and consider the impact the possible annexation would have on the Cherry Valley, Belvidere and Stillman Valley communities.  Scott stated he wants Stillman Valley to do the right thing.  Scott thanked the Board for the opportunity to speak.

Attorney Henry reported to the Board of Trustees that his office had received a signed escrow agreement and escrow funds from the developer.  Baxter & Woodman have completed their review of the agreement.  Attorney Henry will review the papers and make recommendations to the Board.  Attorney McArdle said that on behalf of his client, they would like to establish a hearing date for the annexation agreement and special use permit with the Village Planning Commission / Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Trustees were in agreement that they would like to wait to establish a hearing until the Village Attorney and Village Engineer have made their recommendations to the Board.

F.  MORING DISPOSAL NEW CONTRACT
Denny Pate (MD General Manager) was in attendance regarding the new proposed contract between the provider and the Village.  Attorney Henry stated he had reviewed the contract and had several recommendations:

1. Would Moring consider unlimited bags?  The proposed new contract increases the amount from one (1) bag to two (2) bags.

2. The Village does not want to be responsible for collecting the garbage funds.  This would create an administration burden on the Village they do not want to add.

3. Insurance levels seem low.  Attorney Henry said he would forward recommendations to Denny.

4. Performance bond or irrevocable letter of credit in the amount of $100,000

Attorney Henry said he would put these recommendations in a letter to Moring Disposal and asked that the contract then be re-submitted for the Board for consideration.  Attorney Henry also said that a Village resolution would need to be adopted and an ordinance amending the current Village Code would be needed once a new contract has been approved.

Discussion was held regarding the new proposed contract being “hauler exclusive” and how it would be enforced.  Denny said that 75% of Village residents use Moring services.  Denny also said that Stillman has the best recycling record of any communities serviced by the provider.  The proposed new contract increases the price from $8.30 per month to $10.00.

With no further discussion, a motion was made by Becky “to authorize Attorney Doug Henry to amend the proposed new contract agreement between Moring Disposal, Inc. and the Village of Stillman Valley based on the recommendations stated earlier”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously.  The subject will be added to the March 26 agenda.

President Mays said that he needed to leave the Board Meeting (7:55 p.m.) in order to catch a flight to Los Angeles for work.  Jim entertained a motion for someone to act as temporary chair for the remainder of the Board Meeting.  A motion was made by Becky “to appoint Nance’ Lorenz to chair the remainder of the meeting on behalf of Jim Mays”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously.

G.  MONTHLY REPORTS

1.  Treasurer’s 

Randy distributed copies and explained the Profit & Loss Report and Bank Account Balance Report.  Randy said that certain line items were over budget and that an amended appropriation would be needed by the end of the fiscal year.

Discussion was held whether snow plowing should be under “professional services” or “snow removal” line item.  Randy also asked if the water tower maintenance (water #3) should be under “equipment” or “improvements”.  Chad answered it was his understanding it should be taken from “improvements”.  Randy also reported to the Board that he had received a $3,120.72 snow emergency check from IEMA for the December 1, 2006 snowstorm. 

With no further discussion, a motion was made by Dan “to accept the Treasurer’s Report showing the State of the Treasury at the close of business on the 28th of February 2007”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes.  

2.  Employee’s Time

The Employee Time Report for the period of February 5 through March 4 was distributed for review.  The 31 hours of overtime for Dean Insko were for snow removal.  A motion was made by Becky “to approve the 31 hours of overtime for Dean Insko”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion unanimously.  

3.  Water & Sewer Usage and Billings
Copies of the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings report were distributed for review.  

4.  Monthly Bills
Copies of the Credit Card Detail Report and Bills to be Paid Report were distributed for review and consideration.  Sue said she spoke with Platinum Plus (Village credit card company) regarding the late charges they implemented to the Village.  The company is not willing to change the billing cycle for the Village.  Sue suggested another credit card company.  Nance’ suggested checking with Stillman BancCorp for a business credit card.  Sue also suggested eliminating the petty cash for the Public Works Department and getting Chad a credit card.  Discussion was also held regarding 1099 forms for “professional services”.  Randy said he would contact the Village auditor regarding the matter.

The following items were added/changed to the Bills to be Paid Report:

· Stillman BancCorp. ~ $17.00 for Safe Deposit Rental ~ #150-487

· Country Insurance ~ $206.00 for insurance premium ~ #5-433

With no additional discussion, a motion was made by John “to approve the bills for the month of March”; seconded by Becky.  Roll was called and the motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes.

H.  ORDINANCE

Sewer Service:  Becky said she received information from Byron, Mt. Morris, Bartlett and Westchester regarding the procedures for sewer services.  Becky said there is a variety of information.  Chad reiterated the different options that were discussed at the February 26th Board Meeting (see meeting minutes).  Chad said that more discussion would be needed in order for the Village to come to a determination.  Becky and the Clerk will work on a proposed ordinance once more information is received.  The topic will be added to the March 26 Board Meeting for further discussion.

I.   US CELLULAR
Nothing.

J.  VEHICLE STICKERS
Nothing new to report.

K.  OLD BUSINESS
1.  Water and Sewer Projects:  None

2.  Village Growth:  None.

3.  Annexation Agreement / Erb Equities:  None.

L.  ENGINEERING
1.  Draft Concept (Development) Plan Review Process:  Clyde Wakefield (B&W) reported to the Board that he met with Chad and Attorney Henry regarding the development of a Concept Plan Review Process, which is a policy and procedure of methodically handling development requests.  Developing a process to evaluate the merits (or pitfalls) of development proposals will help expedite the process.  Attorney Henry said that the Village needs a master plan.  A master plan is recommended by the Village Engineer and serves to analyze present resources and capacity/limitation issues which might effect proposed development, and how Village will meet needs of development.  Discussion was held regarding scheduling a meeting with the property owners/developers who have showed interest in annexing into the Village limits to learn more about their intentions with their property.  The Board agreed to review the information generated by B&W and the matter will be added to the March 26th agenda.  

M. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Police:
Dan had nothing to report.

Parks & Police:  Nance’ had nothing additional to advise the Board.

Street & Alleys:  Mike asked about the possibility of “no parking” being established from Pine and Grant Streets, south to the High School.  Mike feels this will help with the bus flow.  It was stated that a Village ordinance would need to be adopted.

Ordinance:  Becky had nothing to report.

Water & Sewer:  John had nothing additional to report.

Finance:  Sue had nothing to report.

Clerk:  Anne had nothing to report.

President:  Jim left early. 

Economic Development Advisory Commission:  Dan said the Commission is waiting for the passage of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan at the March 26th Board Meeting.

Stillman Recreation Path Committee  Chad asked the member of the Committee to schedule a meeting after the March 26th Board Meeting, as Steve Naber (B&W) has compiled more information.

N.  NEW BUSINESS
None.

O.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

Eminent Domain Litigation ~ Case No. 06 ED 1 and Review of Executive Sessions Meeting Minutes:  

Nance’ Lorenz entertained a motion to go into Executive Session / Closed Meeting to the Public in order to discuss the pending eminent domain litigation and review of closed session minutes. “A motion was made by Becky Waltrip at 9:20 p.m., seconded by Dan Watson, to go into Executive Session / Closed Meeting to the Public for reasons pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (21) for the purpose of conducting a biannual review of executive meeting minutes and 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11) to discuss eminent domain litigation as approved in the Illinois Municipal Handbook, 30th Anniversary Edition, pages 81.  The Executive Session Meeting shall include Village Attorney Doug Henry, Village Clerk Anne Dorn, Trustees Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Becky Waltrip, John Russell, Mike Musso and Dan Watson.”  The motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes.

The regular meeting of the Village Board reconvened at 9:35 p.m. with a motion made by Sue Carpenter; seconded by Dan Watson.  Roll was called and six (6) trustees were present.

P.  NEXT MEETING

The next Board Meeting will be Monday, March 26th at 7 p.m.

Q.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Becky at 9:36 p.m. to adjourn the meeting; seconded by John; motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Dorn

Village Clerk
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