REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2007

Present:


President:

Jim Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin


Clerk:


Anne Dorn


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Mike Musso, John Russell, Becky Waltrip and Dan Watson


Attorney:

Doug Henry

PW Employees:

Chad Insko

Also Attending:

Baxter & Woodman
Ralph Tompkins

Absent:

Trustee:

Nance’ Lorenz

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President Jim Mays called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and five (5) trustees were present; one (1) absent.    

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

A motion was made by Dan “to approve the March 26th agenda as presented”; seconded by John.  Prior to a voice vote, Attorney Henry asked that item Q. 1. & 2. Eminent Domain Litigation – Case No. 06 ED 1 and Eminent Domain Settlement Offer is removed from the agenda.  A new motion was made by Dan “to accept the amended agenda”; seconded by John.  The motion passed five (5) “ayes”.

C.  MINUTES OF MARCH 26 REGULAR MEETING 

Following review of the minutes, Becky moved that the “minutes of the March 26th Regular Board Meeting be accepted as presented”; seconded by Dan.  Motion carried with five (5) “ayes”.   

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS
None.

E.  MONTHLY REPORTS

1.  Treasurer’s 

Randy stated he had included with the distribution an Anticipated Income for 2008 Report to assist the Trustees in preparing for the 2007/2008 fiscal year planning.  President Mays asked the Board to consider scheduling a Special meeting during the month of May to work on appropriations for the upcoming fiscal year.  Following review of the Profit & Loss Report and the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March, a motion was made by Becky “to accept the Treasurer’s Report showing the State of the Treasury at the close of business on the 31st of March 2007”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

On a side note, Randy asked Attorney Henry regarding the Tidewell Hospice donation check in memory of his father.  Randy said the check has not been cashed in over nine (9) months.  Attorney Henry stated that there have been similar cases with other donation checks and told Randy to cancel the check, and he would take care of any bank charges.

2.  Employee’s Time

The Employee Time Report for the period of March 5 through April 1 was distributed for review.  The 2 hours of overtime for Dean Insko were for sewer repair.  A motion was made by Sue “to approve the 2 hours of overtime for Dean Insko”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.  

3.  Water & Sewer Usage and Billings
Due to a water program problem, the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings Report was not distributed.  The report will be distributed at the April 23 Board Meeting.

4.  Monthly Bills
Sue questioned the Board regarding the new established escrow accounts at Stillman BancCorp (i.e. US Cellular, Stillman Meadows).  As Committee Chair and Vice Chair for Finance, Sue stated that she and Becky approved payment of the Baxter & Woodman and Barrick, Switzer, Long invoices for the May bills to be paid from the appropriate escrow accounts.  Board President said that was appropriate for them to “okay” the bills.  Discussion was held regarding creating Excel or QuickBook spreadsheets to track and monitor expenditures from the escrow accounts.  Monthly statements, along with copies of bills paid from the escrow accounts, need to be sent to the developer/provider.  When asked by Treasurer Fruin, Attorney Henry stated that any interest earned from these accounts is entitled to go to the developer/provider.

Copies of the Credit Card Detail Report and Bills to be Paid Report were distributed for review and consideration.   With no additional discussion, a motion was made by Dan “to approve the bills for the month of John”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

F.  RESOLUTION
1.  Development Committee:  President Mays said he would have the resolution at the April 23 Board Meeting for the Board to consider for adoption.  Attorney Henry recommended the new advisory committee to include the following:  

1. A member of the Village Board of Trustees;

2. A member of the Stillman Valley Planning Commission;

3. A “public at large” individual;

4. And Village Board President, on an as-needed basis.

This new Development Committee will facilitate the plan review process of new development in and around the community and foster communication between potential developers and the community in an effort to communicate preferred practices and established policies.  The Development Committee will act as an informal liaison between the Village Board of Trustees and the SVPC and development principals.

G.  ORDINANCE REVISION

Nothing to report.

H.  ZONING FOR AGRICULTURE
President Mays asked the Trustees to consider creating an “agriculture zoning” in the Village.  Mays said that Chad had received a copy of the Village of Beecher’s ordinance regarding zoning for agriculture.  Copies will be made for each of the Trustees.  With regard to the property owned by Wes Lindberg that he is asking to be annexed into Village limits, Chad said that the Village needs to take into consideration taking possession of township roads.  Attorney Henry asked Chad and Baxter & Woodman to identify the roads that the Village would take possession of with the annexation of the property, and the information would be included in the annexation agreement.

I. & J.  MORING DISPOSAL DISPENSING WITH THE BID REQUIREMENT AND CONTRACT REVIEW
Mays reported that he had spoken with Denny Pate (General Manager, Moring Disposal) regarding the proposed new contract with the provider.  Jim said the three (3) items of the contract that are of concern are:

1. Enforceability of exclusivity of the provider

2. The Village processing the garbage bills

3. Proposed amount of the bill

When asked Attorney Henry said there is no bid processing for the Village to receive quotes from other garbage providers.  The Clerk was asked to contact Violia for a quote for the same services currently being provided to the Village by Moring Disposal.

K.  ERB EQUITIES ANNEXATION AGREEMENT
When asked by Attorney Henry, the Clerk stated that she has not received any type of petition for zoning or an annexation agreement from Erb Equities regarding the parcel of property in question in Cherry Valley.  Attorney Henry said that if the Village receives no further action by the developer, the Village does not need to respond to the developer.

L.  ROPP LIGHTING

Chad advised the Board he is still gathering information.  Chad met with ComEd on April 9 and learned that surveillance equipment cannot be mounted on a ComEd pole.  The estimated cost for a ComEd street light is $3,800.  All trustees agreed that lighting is greatly needed at Ropp Park due to the continued acts of vandalism.  

G. ORDINANCE REVISION, revisited

Chad asked President Mays to schedule a Public Hearing of the SVPC/ZBA in order for the members to review the proposed new subdivision ordinance drafted by B&W and Chad.

M.  OLD BUSINESS
1.  Water and Sewer Projects:  None

2.  Village Growth:  None.

N.  ENGINEERING
The monthly report generated by Baxter & Woodman was distributed for review and comments.

O. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Police:
Dan had nothing to report.

Parks & Police:  Nance’ was absent.

Street & Alleys:  Mike had nothing to report.

Public Works:  When asked by Becky, Chad said that the slide at the sewer plant would be fixed and returned to the Recreation Park.  It was vandalized last summer and the PW Department was waiting for more favorable weather to repair the slide and have a new cement foundation poured for the slide.

Ordinance:  Becky said she would be working on amending the section of the Village Code pertaining to the holidays observed by the Village employees.  These will include federal holidays.

Water & Sewer:  John had nothing additional to report.

Finance:  Sue had nothing to report.

Clerk:  Anne had nothing to report.

President:  Jim had nothing additional to advise the Board. 

Economic Development Advisory Commission:  Nothing.

Stillman Recreation Path Committee:  Becky (1) reported that there would be a Public Information Meeting at the Village Hall prior to the April 23 Board Meeting.  Steve Naber (B&W) will be in attendance to inform the public of the Village’s proposed draft bicycle and pedestrian path master plan, which will be utilized as a long-range comprehensive plan to maintain a bicycle and pedestrian-friendly environment throughout the Village and surrounding areas.  The Committee is hoping to receive input and comments from residents and local area residents; (2) advised the Board that Superintendent Bob Prusator will be receiving a copy of the master plan exhibits of the proposed path for his review.  Becky and Nance’ will be in attendance at the April 19th Meridian Community Unit District Board Meeting to address the subject, which will be added to their meeting agenda; (3) said that a quote had been received by B&W for the first leg of the proposed path.  The first leg will encompass Meridian Road across to Pershing Street to the area between the athletic field and 228 E. Pershing Street to the Julia Hull District Library and in front of the High School.  The estimated cost is $75 - $1000 per linear foot.

P.  NEW BUSINESS
None.

Q.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

Removed from agenda.

R.  UPCOMING MEETINGS

Thursday, April 26, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. (Special Meeting)

Monday, April 23, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. (Regular Meeting)
S.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Becky at 8:44 p.m. to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Dan; motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Dorn

Village Clerk
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