REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Present:


President:

Jim Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin


Clerk:


Anne Hildebrand


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Mike Musso, John Russell


Attorney:

Doug Henry

PW Employees:

Chad Insko 

Absent:



Trustee:

Steve McCammond

Also Attending:


Rodney Whene

SV Planning Commission / Zoning Board of Appeals


Nick Arps

McMahon Associates, Inc.

Dan Watson

Village Resident

Darrell Ropp

Village Resident

David Hendrickson
Village Resident

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President Jim Mays called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and four (4) trustees were present.  One (1) trustee position remains vacant.

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

After reviewing the agenda, a motion was made by Nance’ “to approve the agenda as presented”; seconded by John.  Motion carried with four (4) “ayes”; one (1) absent; one (1) vacancy.

C.  MINUTES OF MAY 23, 2005 REGULAR MEETING AND JUNE 1 SPECIAL MEETING

Nance’ moved that the minutes of the May 23rd regular meeting be accepted as written; motion seconded by John.  Motion carried with four (4) “ayes”; one (1) absent; one (1) vacancy.

Nance’ moved that the minutes of the June 1st special meeting be accepted as written; motion seconded by Sue.  Motion carried with four (4) “ayes”; one (1) absent; one (1) vacancy.

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS

Rodney Whene (432 Sunbeam Court) was in attendance to introduce himself to the Board of Trustees.  Rodney was appointed to the Stillman Valley Planning Commission / Zoning Board of Appeals at the May 23rd Village Board Meeting.  Rodney informed the Trustees that he has 38 years in the international transportation business.  He moved to Stillman Valley five (5) years ago, coming from Naples, Florida.  He is the President of “The Roost Association” in Daybreak Subdivision.  He had been working with Ken Wise from Rochelle, regarding the possible creation of a Wal-Mart Distribution Center, which eventually did not work out.  Rodney hopes to offer insight to future Village possibilities.  Rodney thanked the Board for the appointment.

Darrell Ropp (204 E. Pershing Street) was in attendance to express to the Board his distress over the restoration portion of his yard for the Maple/Grant Street Project.  The dirt that Rockford Blacktop Construction brought in for the restoration was poor quality, containing rocks, glass, wire, and other debris.  Chad stated he had been in contact with RBT, but the Project Manager of the Project, Joe Francis, refused to return his telephone calls.  Chad stated that the quality of the dirt was documented with photos.  McMahon Associates, Inc. has been in contact with Butch Rafferty of RBT.  Butch stated he would make a personal visit to Stillman to review the situation.  Chad and Nick Arps (McMahon Associates, Inc.) want to give RBT the opportunity to rectify the situation before getting IDOT involved in the matter.  Darrell asked if the black dirt that was removed at the initial start of the project and taken to Norm Wills’ property (area resident) was billed to Norm Wills.  Darrell feels that dirt could have been used in other areas of the Village versus giving it away.  Nick stated that unless a provision is made in the initial contract, the contractor has the right to give the dirt to anyone.  Despite his unhappiness, Darrell stated he has been very pleased and appreciative of all the help and hard work both Chad and Dean Insko have contributed.

E.  TRUSTEE APPOINTMENT AND OATH OF OFFICE
President Mays entertained a motion for the Board to appoint Dan Watson to fill the Trustee vacancy seat.  A motion was made by John “to appoint Dan Watson as Village Trustee”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; one (1) absent; one (1) vacancy. Following the motion, Attorney Henry issued the Oath of Office to Dan Watson.  Dan will be the Police Committee Chairman.

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS, revisited

David Hendrickson (404 W. Grant Street) was in attendance to address the Board regarding his neighbor, Jeremy Chavarria (400 W. Grant Street).  Apparently, Chavarria has a large number of garbage cans alongside his home.  Mr. Hendrickson stated he spoke to former Board President Jim Leather several months ago, who told him that Chavarria was not in violation of any Village ordinance.  Attorney Henry will research the matter to see if there is a possible county health code violation.  President Mays will advise Mr. Hendrickson with any information.  Mr. Hendrickson also asked if the Village currently has an ordinance regarding stray cats.  Mays said, “No, but the matter may be addressed in the future.”

F.  REPORTS

1.  Treasurer’s 

Randy informed the Board that the Village did not have enough money in #3W and #3S to pay all the June bills.  Discussion was held regarding deferring payment of McMahon Associates, Inc. and the pay request submitted on behalf of Harn Construction.  Attorney Henry refreshed the Trustees regarding the debt certificates.  A line of credit with Stillman Banc Corp. was also addressed.  A line of credit would need to be paid back to the bank within one (1) year.  Trustee Fruin stated that the Village needs to have money available for the upcoming large Village projects (i.e. Well #2 refurbishment) and the monthly bills.  The status of implementation of the utility tax was addressed.  Attorney Henry stated that legal counsel from Nicor and ComEd had contacted him regarding the ordinance the Village submitted.  Both utility companies are unhappy with some of the wording in the ordinance and would like to have the ordinance modified.    Attorney Henry will review further.  

Randy explained the “Target for the Year Report” he generated.  Following discussion,  a motion was made by Sue “to accept the Treasurer’s Report showing the State of the Treasury at the close of business on the 31st of May 2005”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

2.  Employee’s Time

Following review of the presented Employee Time Report, a motion was made by Nance’ “to accept the Employee Time Reports for the time period of May 2 through June 12, 2005”; seconded by Mike.  Motion carried with five (5) “aye” votes; one (1) absent.

3.  Water & Sewer Usage and Billings
After review of the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings, a motion was made by Nance “to accept the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings Report as presented”; seconded by Dan.  Motion passed with five (5) “aye” votes; one (1) absent. 

4.  Monthly Bills
During review of the bills to be paid, the following changes/additions were noted:

1.  Mary Dralle: S/A #401 ~ $74.00

2.  Dean Insko: 21 hours overtime @ $22.50/hr = $472.50: S/A #400  This overtime was for during Village Clean Up Week.

Deferring payment to McMahon Associates, Inc. and Harn Construction was further discussed.  Attorney Henry recommended the Board to not approve bills the Village could not pay.  Payment for these two (2) bills could be authorized at the June 27th Board Meeting.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by Nance’ “to approve the bills for the month of June, excluding two (2) McMahon Associates, Inc. invoices totaling $5,045.409 and the pay request from Harn Construction totaling $9,357.50”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

G.  ORDINANCES
1.   No. 671: Prevailing Wage: The Illinois Department of Labor requires municipalities to adopt a Prevailing Wage ordinance each year.  The wages are for Ogle County.  Copies of the ordinance were made and distributed to everyone.  With no further discussion, a motion was made by Mike “to adopt Village Ordinance 671, Prevailing Wage”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.  The Clerk will send a certified copy to the Illinois Department of Labor.

2.  No. 672: 2005/2006 Appropriations:  Trustees reviewed copies of the proposed 2005/2006 Appropriations.  Following review, a motion was made by Nance’ “to adopt Village Ordinance 672, 2005/2006 Appropriations”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

3.  Handicap Parking at Royal Blue Restaurant:  The Royal Blue Restaurant (130 N. Walnut Street) has requested a handicap parking space in front of their restaurant to accommodate their patrons.  An ordinance will be presented at the June 27th Board Meeting.

H.  APPOINT TREASURER AS IMRF AUTHORIZED AGENT
Mays stated that with former Village Treasurer Darrell Ropp’s retirement, the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) needs to have Treasurer Fruin as the authorized agent for the Village of Stillman Valley.  A motion was made by John “to appoint Randy Fruin as IMRF authorized agent”.  Motion was rescinded for further discussion.  A motion was made by John “to appoint Village Treasurer Randy Fruin as the IMRF authorized agent for the Village of Stillman Valley”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.


I.  AWARD OF CATCH BASIN MFT PROJECT
President Mays reiterated to the Trustees that at the May 23rd Board Meeting, McMahon Associates, Inc. advised the Board that the low bidder for the catch basin project, using MFT funds, was D.R. Gilbert & Sons (Rochelle).  A motion was made by Mike “to approve the Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) project for the catch basin improvement in the amount of $32,400.00 to D.R. Gilbert & Sons.  Nick (McMahon Associates, Inc.) stated that since the low bid of $32,400 was higher than estimated, IDOT required a letter from the Village stating the decision made by the Board to award the contract and to ask for additional MFT funds to cover the difference.  The Clerk will draft a letter for President Mays to sign.  Following no more discussion, roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

J.  OLD BUSINESS
1a.  Water and Sewer Projects: Well #2: Chad stated that he had been in communication with Harn Construction regarding the deductible amount for the generator transfer switch.  Further discussion was held regarding establishing a line of credit with Stillman BancCorp. to assist with paying for the project.  A motion was made by Nance’ “to establish a line of credit with Stillman BancCorp. to pay the contract on Well #2 as long as it does not exceed the statutory debt limit”; seconded by Mike.  President Leather stated he and Treasurer Fruin would speak to Stillman BancCorp. President Marty Larson to get the matter expedited as soon as possible.  With no more discussion, roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

1b.  Sewer Plant Land Purchase:  Mays stated that Attorney Henry sent Joan Joesten Glendenning a letter regarding her request that the Village suspend including her bother, Bob Joesten, in discussions with the sewer plant land purchase.

2a.  Village Growth – Annexation:  Mays reported to the Board that Lynne Kilker (Ogle Economic Development Corp.) asked him to give a presentation to the owner of a factory in Ohio who showed some interest in building a facility in Ogle County.  Jim distributed a Stillman Valley Community Profile to everyone, which he generated for the presentation. Jim does not foresee anything happening, but stated that the Village needs to position itself.  On a side note, Mays schedule a meeting with Jack & Terri Leonard (owners of the East End Restaurant & Bar) regarding the pre-annexation proposal.

K.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
1.  Police:  Dan had nothing to report to the Board.

2.  Parks & Buildings:  Nance’ (1) stated that she hired Ron Lentz as the new part-time Village employee.  He will assist with the mowing and upkeep of parks at $8.00/hour.

3.  Streets & Alleys:  Mike had nothing new to report to the Board.

4.  Public Works:  Chad (1) asked for direction regarding mosquito abatement for the season.  The cost is $802.50 per application.  If possible, Chad would like to schedule an application before July 1, in early August and before the Fall Festival weekend.  The Board will make a decision at the June 27th Board Meeting; (2) stated he inquired with Municipal Maintenance regarding have the Village streets swept.  The cost would be $125.00 per hour.  Chad would like the Board to consider dedicating this money.  The topic will be further addressed at the June 27th Board Meeting; (3) inquired about the status of the marketing agreement with Utility Services Co. to market the Village water tower.  Attorney Henry stated there were several issues he was concerned about: interference with the scada system (requiring an indemnification) and listing the Village as the name insured.    Attorney Henry will review; (4) asked about the status of work on the water tower.  The Village Board approved approximately $8,600.00 in repairs.  The Village accepted and signed the contract.  President Mays said the Village currently does not have the funds for this project.  Jim asked if Utility Services Co. would consider postponing the project until the funds are available.  Chad stated that no timeframe was specified but that the water tower is ailing.  Attorney Henry will review the signed contract.

5.  Ordinance:  Steve was absent.

6.  Water & Sewer:  John had nothing additional to report.

7.  Finance:  Sue had nothing to report.

8.  Clerk:  Anne (1) was asked by Sue Smith (137 E. Grant Street) if the Village would consider adjusting their upcoming water bill as they have been watering the newly planted trees and grass seed due to the restoration portion of the Grant/Maple Street Project.    After discussing the matter, the Board agreed to take an average over the last three (3) months for the July water bill (June usage); (2) stated she would be attending a grant application workshop pertaining to water/sewer projects in Springfield on Tuesday, June 21.  President Mays was unable to attend.

9.  President:  Jim stated that along with the Summer Village Voice, he would be including a letter to the Village residents.  Also included will be a Stillman Valley Government sheet showcasing the elected and appointed officials as well as Village employees.  Jim thinks the residents will benefit from putting a name with a face.

L.  NEW BUSINESS

None.

M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION
None.

N.  ENGINEERING
Nothing additional to report

O.  NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Village Board will be Monday, June 27, 2005, in the Village Hall at 7:00 p.m.

P.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Dan at 9:15 p.m. to adjourn the meeting; seconded by John; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Hildebrand

Village Clerk
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