MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Monday, June 27, 2005

Present:


President:

James Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin

Clerk:


Anne Hildebrand


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Mike Musso, John Russell and Dan Watson


PW Employee:

Chad Insko 

Absent:

Trustees:

Nance’ Lorenz and Steve McCammond

Attorney:

Doug Henry 

Also Attending:


Tim Bronn

McMahon Associates, Inc.


Jim Fox


ComEd, Community Relations Manager (Dixon Office)


John & Mary Ruth Fischer  Village Residents


Al Cox


Village Resident

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President James Mays called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and four (4) trustees were present, constituting a quorum.  

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

After reviewing the meeting agenda, a motion was made by John “to approve the agenda as presented”; seconded by Sue.  Motion carried with four (4) “ayes”; two (2) absent.

C.  MINUTES OF JUNE 13, 2005 REGULAR MEETING 

Dan moved that the minutes of the June 13th regular meeting be accepted as written; motion seconded by Mike.  Motion carried with four (4) “ayes”; two (2) absent.

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 

1.  Al Cox (211 Roosevelt) was in attendance to ask the Board if the Village currently collects taxes on cell phones.  Al stated that Nextel (cell phone provider) lists on his monthly invoice that taxes are collected on cell phones from local government.  President Mays informed Mr. Cox that the Village does not collect a tax for cell phones.  Mr. Cox asked if the Village could write a letter to Nextel stating that.  Mays asked the Clerk to draft a letter.

2.  John & Mary Ruth Fischer (226 S. Pine Street) addressed the Board regarding their dismay over the unkempt appearance of their neighbor’s property (Matt & Amber Lesher at 220 S. Pine Street).  Apparently they often have “inoperable cars” on their property for a period of several months at a time.    It was stated that in the past the Lesher’s have received letters from the Village regarding removal of debris and inoperable vehicles.    President Mays stated he had received pictures from the Fischer’s a couple of months ago that they had taken documenting the accumulation of vehicles and debris.  President Mays informed the Fischer’s that he and Police Chairman Dan Watson would personally speak to the Lesher’s regarding the matter.  

3.  Jim Fox, Community Relations Manager for ComEd, introduced himself to the Board.  Mr. Fox stated he was in attendance to hear the Board discussion’s regarding the possible passage of the utility tax.

E.  MONTHLY BILLS

Tabled until later in the meeting.

F.  RESOLUTION

1.  No. 2005-1: IDOT: Authorizing Additional MFT Monies for Catch Basin Project:  President Mays stated that a supplemental resolution for maintenance of streets and highways by the municipality under the Illinois highway code is needed from the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) because the low bid for the Village catch basin project was higher than estimated.  The supplemental resolution is for an additional $15,000.00 in motor fuel tax funds (MFT).  A motion was made by John “to authorize the Village Clerk to sign the IDOT supplemental resolution for the additional MFT funds of $15,000.00”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

G.  ORDINANCES

1.  No. 673: Handicap Parking in Front of the Royal Blue Restaurant:  In Ordinance Chairman McCammond’s absence, Mays read proposed Village Ordinance 673, adding to the Village Code 10-2-5, Handicap Parking: “Allow a handicap parking space for the Royal Blue Restaurant at 130 N. Walnut Street”.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Sue “to adopt Village Ordinance 673 as presented, regarding handicap parking”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

2.  No. 674: Bank Loan:  President Mays reiterated that due to the high cost to refurbish Well #2, it was determined that the Village needed to secure a bank loan (line of credit) from Stillman BancCorp.  A Village ordinance is needed in order for the Village to receive this loan.  The amount borrowed needs to be $50,000.00 and would be at 4.0% APR.  By borrowing these funds, the aggregated amount of Village debt will not exceed 8.26% of its equalized assessed value. This loan will need to be repaid within one (1) year.  Mays stated that he is anticipating repayment of the funds to come from the recently adopted utility tax.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Mike “to adopt Village Ordinance 674, for the Village to secure a line of credit in the amount of $50,000 from Stillman BancCorp”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

3.  No. 675: Utility Tax:  This ordinance repeals Ordinance 667 and adds to the Village Code 1-11-1, Village Taxes.    President Mays stated that legal counsel for both of the utility companies wanted to have some of the wording changed.    When asked, Jim stated it would probably average an additional $200.00 per resident per year for both utilities.  This additional income to the Village would be devoted to Village infrastructure.  Discussion was held regarding the length of time this utility tax would be in effect for the Village residents.  Jim Fox (ComEd) stated that the Village could discontinue the tax at any time; however, a Village ordinance would need to be adopted and sent to the utility companies stating the Village’s discontinuation of the tax.  Discussion was held regarding having the ordinance reviewed each year.  The Trustees agreed they would like to have a statement added to this ordinance to read as follows: “This ordinance will be reviewed and re-approved or repealed on an annual basis prior to July 1 of the next calendar year”.  A motion was made by John “to adopt Village ordinance 675, adding to the Village Code 1-11-1, Village Taxes with the noted change”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  The Clerk will notify Attorney Henry to have the statement added to the ordinance.  

H.  MOSQUITO ABATEMENT PROGRAM APPROVAL

Chad stated that last year the Village had Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management spray the Village two (2) times.  Last year the Ogle County Health Department reimbursed the Village approximately $1200.00 from a special grant program for mosquito abatement.  Chad recently received a quote of $802.50 per application.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Mike “to approve the mosquito abatement program, not to exceed three (3) applications”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

I.  VILLAGE STREET SWEEPING APPROVAL

As stated during the June 13th Board Meeting, it will cost the Village approximately $800.00 to have the Village streets swept.  This price is per time.   Following discussion, a motion was made by Dan “to approve street sweeping for the Village, not to exceed $1,600.00 in 2005”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

J.  UTILITY SERVICES, INC. MARKETING AGREEMENT

Tabled until later in the meeting.

K.  AUDIT APPROVAL

Randy reported to the Board that he had received two (2) quotes for the Village’s end of the year audit.  Randy stated that apprarently the Village needs to be incompliance with “Gasby 34”, which is a new regulation to monitor assets.   The quote from Winebaugh (Rochelle) for both the audit and “Gasby 34” is $5,825.00 ($1,500.00 “Gasby 34” alone).  Randy checked with the Meridian Community Unit District 223 and the District uses Milliken, Benning, Klecker and Kobischka (Rockford).  In speaking with Milliken, et al, they do not feel that the Village needs to comply with the “Gasby 34”.  Randy then stated that he spoke with Larry Frang (IML), and he agrees with Milliken’s recommendation.  Larry did state that it could affect the Village bonding process in the future.  The cost from Milliken, Benning, Klecker and Kobischka is $4,900.00 (not including “Gasby 34”).  The Board asked Randy to contact Winebaugh to inquire if they would re-quote without “Gasby 34”.  Randy will advise the Board further at the July 11th Board meeting.

J.  UTILITY SERVICES, INC. MARKETING AGREEMENT, revisited

Jim stated he has not received any feedback from Attorney Henry regarding updating the contract.  Jim stated he would speak to Attorney Henry and instruct him to proceed with updating the marketing agreement.

L.  INTERNET / WEBSITE

Mays stated he would like to establish a new domain name and website for the Village.  Jim feels that creating a strong website presence will increate the growth of the Village and foster increased communicate with residents.  It is necessary to have a professional looking website.  This new site will be easy to update for the Clerk.  The maximum cost is of $40.00 a month for a hosting service and a database.  There is an additional maximum $40.00 for a one-time setup fee.  The total for the year would not exceed $410.00.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by Mike “to create a Village website not to exceed $410.00 a year.  Jim stated he would set-up the new website.  With no more discussion, roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

President Mays also stated he was approached by the Fall Festival Committee regarding setting up and expanding their website.  Apparently, the FF Committee had let their website lapse.  The FF Committee asked President Mays if the Village would consider allowing the FF Committee to use the Village credit card to establish this website.  No one on the FF Committee wanted to use his or her own personal credit card.  Mays said he would set up the website for the FF Committee but a member of the FF Committee will keep it updated.    Most of the Trustees felt this was a good way to support the FF.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by Dan “to approve the use of the Village credit card to setup the Stillman Valley Fall Festival website at a cost not to exceed $410.00 and for the Village to be reimbursed by the Fall Festival Committee in full”; seconded by Mike.   Roll was called and the motion passed with three (3) “yes” votes (Musso, Russell, Watson); one (1) “no” vote (Carpenter); and two (2) absent (Lorenz and McCammond).

Mays reported to the Board that the Village Hall has been experiencing Internet problems.  E-mail is the best way for the Clerk to stay in contact with the Village President, Village Attorney and Board Members.  A stable and fast connection is also necessary to facilitate posting of meeting minutes and other announcements on line.  Mays is proposing dropping AT&T and connecting with Insight.  The costs include a maximum of $50.00 a month for the connection charge, and a maximum of $500.00 for initial setup including hardwire for a wireless connection to the Village Hall.  The total would not exceed $1,100.00.  Following no more discussion, a motion was made by Sue “upgrade the internet connect for the Village Hall at a cost not to exceed $1,100.00”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  
M.  EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

The topic of offering health insurance benefits to temporary Village employee Dean Insko was addressed.    The Village offers health insurance benefits to full and part-time employees.  The necessity of hiring a full-time Public Works Employee was discussed.  Chad will contact applicant, Rob Behmer, and schedule an interview.  A recommendation will be made at the July 11th Board Meeting.

N.  OLD BUSINESS

1.  Water & Sewer Projects

a.  Well #2 – Nothing new to report.


b.  Sewer Plant Land Purchase – Awaiting word from Joan Joesten Glendenning regarding starting negotiations.  Attorney Henry has been sent all the information she requested.

2.  Village Growth


a.  Annexation – Mays will further discuss the pre-annexation agreement with the Leonard’s (owners of the East End Restaurant & Bar).

J.  COMMITTEE REPORTS

Police:  Dan stated he would schedule a time with President Mays to speak directly to Matt and Amber Lesher regarding the appearance of their property.

Parks & Buildings:  Nance’ was absent.

Street & Alleys:  Mike had nothing additional to report.   

Public Works:  Chad revisited the water tower maintenance agreement.  Discussion was held regarding doing the washout this year and waiting for the hydropneumatic backup tanks the following fiscal year.  President Mays stated he would like to wait a month to review the financial situation of the Village.  The topic will be added to the July 11th Board Meeting for further discussion.

Ordinance:  Steve was absent.

Water & Sewer:  John had nothing to report to the Board.  

Finance:  Sue had nothing to report to the Board.

Clerk:  Anne (1) stated she was contacted by Mike at the GIS Office regarding the Village of Stillman Valley hosting a GIS Training Session on August 10th from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.   Mike has spoken to Randy and the needed Internet capabilities are available; (2) asked about downloading a copy of the Village Code on disk to Monroe Center, who is considering adopting the Village’s Code.  President Mays said that under the licensing agreement with Sterling Codifiers, he did not think it would be legal.

President:  Mays asked the Trustees to review the newly formatted Village Voice, which will be published with the July water bills.   

E.  MONTHLY BILLS, revisited

Following discussion, a motion was made by Sue “to approve payment of the McMahon Associates, Inc. two (2) invoices in the amount of $5,045.50”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.    An additional motion was made by Sue “to approve the payment of the Harn Construction pay request in the amount of $9,357.50”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with four (4) “yes” votes; two (2) absent.  

P.  NEW BUSINESS

1.  Mike asked the Board to give some thought to the Village creating a Chamber of Commerce.  He is looking into the matter and is finding some interest in the community with the possibility.  Mike will further advise the Board.

2.  Anne stated that Trustees interested in attending the Illinois Municipal League Conference in Chicago on September 22 – 25, need to return the completed forms to her by the July 11th Board Meeting.

Q.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

None.

R.  ENGINEERING

None.

S.  JULY COMMITTEE MEETINGS


1.  Water & Sewer, and Streets & Alleys ~ Monday, July 11th, at 6 p.m.


2.  Police and Parks & Buildings ~ Will advise.


3.  Finance and Ordinance ~ Friday, July 8th, 6:30 p.m.

T.  NEXT MEETING:  JULY 11, 2005 – 7:00 p.m.

U.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 9:06 p.m. by Sue, seconded by Dan, and passed with four (4) “ayes”.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Hildebrand, Clerk
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