REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MONDAY, JULY 9, 2007

Present:


President:

Jim Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin


Clerk:


Anne Dorn


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Mike Musso, John Russell, 

Becky Waltrip and Dan Watson


Attorney:

Doug Henry

PW Employees:

Chad Insko

Also Attending:

Baxter & Woodman:
Clyde Wakefield

MCUD #223:

Superintendent Bob Prusator

SFPD:


Fire Chief Brian Kunce

Village Resident:
John Kunkle

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President Jim Mays called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and all trustees were present.  

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

A motion was made by Becky “to approve the July 9th agenda as presented”; seconded by Dan.  The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”.

C.  MINUTES OF JUNE 25 REGULAR MEETING 

Following review of the minutes, Becky moved that the “minutes of the June 25th Regular Board Meeting be accepted as presented”; seconded by Sue.  Motion carried with six (6) “ayes”.   

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS
1.  John Kunkle (203 Morning Star Court) was in attendance to address the Board regarding his mailbox being knocked down during a snowstorm earlier in the year.  John stated that although he did not witness the Village Public Works employees knock down the mailbox while plowing snow, he assumed they had.  Although Chad did not know for certain if the part-time employee had struck the mailbox, Chad temporarily fixed the box until better weather arrived.  Chad stated to the Board that he did not know that the resident was unhappy with the repair job and wasn’t made aware of the situation until the Clerk told Chad that Mr. Kunkle told her he would not purchase his 2007 vehicle sticker until the mailbox was fixed in better condition that it was before.  Chad told Mr. Kunkle that he stopped by his home several times in an effort to further discuss the matter; however, no one was home each time.  President Mays said that Chad made the best effort to accommodate the resident.  Attorney Henry said that since there was no proof that a Village vehicle was responsible for the damaged mailbox, the resident should be satisfied with the repair.  Following discussion, Mr. Kunkle said he would purchase a new mailbox and the Public Works employees would weld a bracket on to the post to make it more stable.

2.  Superintendent Bob Prusator wanted to further discuss with the Village Board and Village legal counsel the topic of “transition fees” or “lag time fees” for the school district.  Prusator said that with the potential certainty of the five (5) parcels of property being annexed into the Village in the future, it is important to have everything in place.  Prusator distributed to everyone a “lag time fee overview”, drafted by the Meridian Community Unit District #223 legal counsel.  Currently the school district receives money from state and federal aid, as well as property taxes.  With “transition fees” or “lag time fees” part of an annexation agreement, it would help the school district “keep their head above water”.  Prusator said that the developers should be in the position to offset and contribute to the school system.  Discussion was held regarding having the MCUD #223 determine a “formula” and “calculation” to determine the amount of a “transition fee”.  Prusator said he would have the school district’s attorney formulate the calculation.  Attorney Henry recommended that once the school district has determined the formula, that the formula be reviewed on a yearly basis.  If the formula were to change, the Village should be notified.  It was also stated that “transition fees” for the fire protection district and district library should be incorporated into annexation agreements versus the Village subdivision ordinance.  When asked by Superintendent Prusator, Attorney Henry stated that the MCUD #223 attorney should establish a formula for the fees and write a letter to the Village stating yearly review of the formula.  With regard to the fire protection district, Attorney Henry recommended that the “transition fees” be handled case-by-case in an annexation agreement to give the fire protection district more flexibility.  Attorney Henry said that the Village needs to make a commitment that these fees will be addressed.

E.  MONTHLY REPORTS

1.  Treasurer’s 

Copies of the Profit & Loss Report and Bank Account Balances Report were distributed for review.  Treasurer Fruin explained each report.  Discussion was held regarding establishing a new account for the Sewer Connection Surcharge, which goes into effect with the August water/sewer billing.  Attorney Henry recommended the Village opening a new account solely for this purpose of the sewer connection improvement fund.  In the end, President Mays said it was the Treasurer’s discretion to handle the account the best, legal way.  With no further discussion, a motion was made by Sue “to accept the Treasurer’s Report showing the State of the Treasury at the close of business on the 30th of June 2007”; seconded by Becky.  Roll was called and the motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes.

2.  Employee’s Time

The Employee Time Report for the period June 11 through July 8 was distributed.  The 14 hours of overtime for Dean Insko were for water and sewer main repairs.  A motion was made by Nance’ “to approve the 14 hours of overtime for Dean Insko”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes

3.  Water & Sewer Usage and Billings
Copies of the report were distributed for review.  Nance’ asked the Clerk to generate a new report showing those residents with delinquent water/sewer accounts.

4.  Monthly Bills
The following additions were added to the July bills to be paid:

· McMahon & Associates, Inc. $663.00 ~ General Legal

Sue stated to the Board that the invoices from Baxter & Woodman and Barrick, Switzer, Long for the month of July for the annexation process of the five (5) parcels of property totaled approximately $2,700.00.  Attorney Henry explained that since no development has been proposed, no escrow account could be established.  At the time when the petitioner started the process (fall of 2006), the Village had no specific process in place for this type for reimbursement.    With no additional discussion, a motion was made by Nance’ “to approve and pay the bills for the month of July”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with six (6) “yes” votes

F.  RECOMMENDATION OF SVPC / ZBA REGARDING PROPOSED VILLAGE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE

G.  ORDINANCE NO. 711 ~ SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS

President Mays read to the Trustees the recommendation made by the SVPC / ZBA Commission Members from the June 19, 2007 Reconvened Public Hearing, …” a motion was made by Member Larry Knott “to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees to pass this subdivision ordinance, with strong recommendation by Village legal counsel to eliminate the sections pertaining to impact fees for the Meridian Community Unit District, Stillman Fire Protection District and the Julia Hull District Library”; seconded Member John Dotzel.  Attorney Henry stated that he had recommended and the Commission Members agreed with his recommendation that a Village Planner be established/created.  Attorney Henry this was an outstanding idea and will make the SVPC job easier.  Attorney Henry also stated that there are three (3) Ogle County ordinances referenced in the proposed new subdivision ordinances, which will be used as exhibits.  Statute says that the Clerk needs to have copies of these ordinances/regulations available to the public for inspection at the Village Hall for 30 days before the Trustees can adopt the new subdivision ordinance.  

On a side note, Dan asked about the possibility of establishing a formula for police protection in annexation agreements.  All agreed this was a good idea.

G.  ORDINANCE 

2.  No. 712 ~ 2007 / 2008 Appropriations:  Mays distributed a first draft of the 2007 / 2008 for the Trustees to review.  Jim said that after meeting with Treasurer Fruin prior to the meeting, some adjustments would need to be made.  The Board agreed to have a special meeting on Monday, July 16th at 7 p.m. to further discuss the upcoming fiscal year expenses.  The appropriations for the new fiscal year need to be passed by the July 23rd Board Meeting.

H.  SPENDING APPROVAL

1.  Parks ~ Install New Underground Electric at Recreation Park:  Chad distributed to the Board a quote from ElectRick in the amount of $6,150.00 to replace the faulty wiring at the park.  The Trustees agreed that allow the lighting at the park defers vandalism, the funds are not presently available and to wait on the matter.

2.  Street Saw:  Chad asked the Board for a new street saw that would cut through concrete and asphalt.  The cost for the new saw is approximately.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Mike “to purchase a new street saw at a cost not to exceed $2,000.00”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously.

I.  OLD BUSINESS
1.  Water and Sewer Projects:  Nothing.

2.  Village Growth:  Nothing.

3. Eminent Domain Litigation ~ Case No. 06 ED 1:  Attorney Henry reported to the Board that Friday, July 13th a decision on if the whole case will be stayed; a decision based on the discretion of the judge.  

J.  ENGINEERING

1.  Work Order: 070954.90 ~ Utility Easement:  Clyde reported to the Board this work order was for the professional engineering services provided by B&W for the creation of an easement legal description for utility purposes across lots 4 and 5 at 2221 S. Maple Street.  The work order is not to exceed $1,200.00.  A motion was made by Becky “to approve Baxter & Woodman Work Order 070954.90 ~ Utility Easement as presented”; seconded by Nance’.  Roll was called and the motion passed unanimously.  Attorney Henry recommended identifying the Village as the “grantee”.

K. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Police:
Dan had nothing new to report to the Board.

Parks & Police:  Nance’ asked if anyone had any information regarding fireworks in Ropp Park over the 4th of July holiday.

Street & Alleys:  Mike stated that the Public Works Department would like to replace some catch basins in Daybreak Subdivision.

Public Works:  Chad had to report to the Trustees.

Ordinance:  Becky said she is drafting an “expense report” for the employees to fill out.  

Water & Sewer:  John had nothing to report.

Finance:  Sue (1) stated she received a telephone call from Marion Pearson (317 S. Oak Street) regarding the $6.00 surcharge for sewer connection improvement.  Sue said she tried to appease her worries; (2) stated her dismay over the fence at the Royal Blue.  Jim said he would speak with the owner.

Clerk:  Anne reminded the Board she would be on vacation the week of July 15th, and Mary will be sitting at her desk during that time.

President:  Jim had nothing additional to report. 

Economic Development Advisory Commission:  Nothing.

Stillman Recreation Path Committee:  Becky reported that she and Nance’ met with Mr. Godman, who passed ideas and people to contact for help with the path.  Mr. Godman gave the following suggestions: (1) Establish a volunteer committee, with members of the community; (2) Create a list of projects; (3) Keep people abreast of the happenings.  Dan mentioned the possibility of adding something to annexation agreements with regard to the recreation path.  Discussion was also held on the legalities of people (i.e. Fred & Meg Bushnell) “gifting” property for the recreation path.  Attorney Henry said that the person could gift to whatever governmental entity they are in.  B&W could also offer guidance to the Committee (i.e. flowchart) as to what direction the project needs to go.

L.  NEW BUSINESS
None.  

M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION

1.  Engineering Work Order No. 070849.20:

President Jim Mays entertained a motion to go into Executive Session / Closed Meeting to the Public in order to discuss the Village purchasing real property pursuant to 5 IL CS120/2(c) 5.   Becky Waltrip made a motion at 9:26 p.m., seconded by Sue Carpenter to go into Executive Session / Closed Meeting to the Public in order to discuss the Village purchasing real property pursuant to 5 IL CS120/2(c) 5.  The Executive Session Meeting shall include President Jim Mays, Clerk Anne Dorn, Village Attorney Doug Henry, Trustees Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Becky Waltrip, John Russell, Mike Musso and Dan Watson, Superintendent of Public Works Chad Insko and Village Engineer Clyde Wakefield.  The motion passed unanimously.

The regular meeting of the Village Board reconvened at 9:51 p.m. with a motion made by Becky Waltrip; seconded by Nance’ Lorenz.  Roll was called and six (6) trustees were present.

N.  NEXT MEETING:  Monday, July 23, 2007 at 7 p.m.

O.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Becky at 9:52 p.m. to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Nance’; motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Dorn, Village Clerk
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