REGULAR MEETING OF THE VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Monday, July 11, 2005

Present:


President:

Jim Mays


Treasurer:

Randy Fruin


Clerk:


Anne Hildebrand


Trustees:

Sue Carpenter, Nance’ Lorenz, Mike Musso, John Russell and Dan Watson


Attorney:

Charlotte LeClercq

PW Employees:

Chad Insko 

Absent:



Trustee:

Steve McCammond

Also Attending:

Tim Bronn

McMahon Associates, Inc.

Darrell Ropp

Village Resident

Dean Insko

Temporary Village Public Works Employee

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Board President Jim Mays called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll was called and five (5) trustees were present; one (1) absent.

B.  AGENDA APPROVAL

After reviewing the agenda, a motion was made by Nance’ “to approve the agenda as presented”; seconded by John.  Motion carried with five (5) “ayes”; one (1) absent.

C.  MINUTES OF JUNE 27, 2005 REGULAR MEETING 

Nance’ moved that the minutes of the June 27th meeting be accepted as written; motion seconded by John.  Motion carried with five (5) “ayes”; one (1) absent.

D.  CITIZEN COMMENTS

Darrell Ropp (204 E. Pershing Street) was in attendance to ask the Board for permission to have Pershing Street from Maple Street to Meridian Road closed on Sunday, August 7th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Darrell is anticipating approximately 150 people attending the 2nd Annual Music in Ropp Park that day and feels that the limited traffic in the immediate vicinity would create a safer area.  A motion was made by John “to close Pershing Street from Maple Street to Meridian Road on Sunday, August 7th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. for Music in Ropp Park”; seconded by Nance’.  Roll was called and the motion carried with five (5) “ayes”; one (1) absent.  Darrell stated he would notify his neighbors.

Nance’ stated that during the “Music in Ropp Park” evening, there will also be the dedication of the flag pole, donated by Pete and Wanda Cacciatore.
E.  PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE INTERVIEW
President Mays stated he did not feel the need to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of interviewing Dean Insko for the full-time Public Works Employee position.  Mays stated that he and Mike met with Dean for the initial interview and recommended to the Board that Dean be considered for permanent employee.  Mike stated that a couple other candidates were contacted for an interview, but stated they were no longer interested in the position.  Mike further stated that Dean and Chad have a good working relationship, which he feels is important.  Dean is also willing and interested in taking the necessary water classes to become licensed.  President Mays stated that he had two (2) concerns: (1) should Chad become upset with the Village and quit, he could influence Dean to also leave, leaving the Village with no Village Public Works employees; and (2) that all safety procedures are followed.  Jim feels that Dean is the most qualified and experienced candidate.  When asked why Dean was not pursing a career in the field of finance (his major in college), Dean stated he doesn’t believe he is to meant to be behind a desk in an office setting.  However, his degree and knowledge in finance is something he would always have to fall back on.  With no further discussion, a motion was made by John “to hire Dean Insko as a full-time Public Works Employee for the Village of Stillman Valley”; seconded by Mike.   Roll was called and the motion carried with five (5) “ayes”; one (1) absent.
F.  REPORTS

1.  Treasurer’s 

Randy stated that the first installment of the property taxes was received and deposited.  On the property taxes statement, the statement itemizes the amount to the specific Village fund (i.e. parks, police, etc.).  Randy is also in the process of entering information into “Quick Books”, which will generate a helpful report once completed.  With no further discussion, a motion was made by Nance’ “to accept the Treasurer’s Report showing the State of the Treasury at the close of business on the 30th June 2005”; seconded by John.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

2.  Employee’s Time

Following review of the presented Employee Time Report, a motion was made by Mike “to accept the Employee Time Reports for the time period of June 13 through July 10, 2005 and to approve the 1 hour of overtime for Dean Insko”; seconded by John.  Motion carried with five (5) “aye” votes; one (1) absent.

3.  Water & Sewer Usage and Billings
When asked, Chad stated that even with the current drought, the Village has had no problem meeting the daily pumping of water for the residents.  Approximately 100,000 gallons of water are pumped each day.  After review of the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings, a motion was made by John “to accept the Water & Sewer Usage and Billings Report as presented”; seconded by Nance’.  Motion passed with five (5) “aye” votes; one (1) absent. 

4.  Monthly Bills
During review of the bills to be paid, the following changes/additions were noted:

1.   Stillman Valley High School Horticulture Club: Parks #472 ~ $76.00

2.   Nance’ Lorenz: Parks #472 ~ $64.00 (petty cash)

With no more discussion, a motion was made by Nance’ “to approve the bills for the month of July”; seconded by Dan.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

G.  IMF LITIGATION
President Mays stated that the Village of Stillman Valley is currently named as a defendant in IMF (Infrastructure Maintenance Fee (IMF) litigation.  The Trustees received a copy of a July 8th letter Attorney Henry sent to the Clerk regarding the matter.  However, the Clerk did not receive the letter and the paperwork that was included.  Attorney LeClercq was unaware of the matter and is going to advise Attorney Henry on Tuesday, July 12th.  Once the Clerk receives the necessary paperwork that needs to be completed, the Village will respond to the interrogatory.  The Village will need to determine how much IMF was collected from each cellular telecommunications company, excluding PrimeCo and US Cellular, during the timeframe of January 1, 1998 to February 7, 2002.  Attorney Henry will assist with the matter.

H.  UTILITY SERVICES, INC. MARKETING AGREEMENT
The Village and legal counsel for the Village is awaiting word from Utility Services, Inc. regarding adding to the marketing agreement: listing the Village under the liability policy and also liability with interference with SCADA.


I.  AUDIT APPROVAL
Treasurer Fruin stated he contacted the accounting firm of Winebaugh (Rochelle) asking for a new quote to be sent without the “Gasby 34”.  To date, he has not received a new quote.  Randy stated this delay makes him question Winebaugh’s reliability.  Randy also contacted the accounting firm of Milliken, Benning, Klecker and Kobischka regarding “Gasby 34”.  It is their recommendation that “Gasby 34” is not a big issue for the Village and would create unnecessary paperwork.  It is Treasurer Fruin’s recommendation that the Board approve Milliken, Benning, Klecker and Kobischka for the annual audit at a cost of $4,900 (not including “Gasby 34”).  Randy said he would like to start including fiscal year 2004/2005 amounts for infrastructure for depreciation to show the Village expenses.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by Sue “to proceed with approving Milliken, Benning, Klecker and Kobischka for the audit of the Village of Stillman Valley at a cost of $4,900”; seconded by Mike.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

J.  WATER TOWER – HYDROPNEUMATIC TANK APPROVAL
Chad reiterated that the portable hydropneumatic tanks are needed in case the wells go down (lose power) when the water tower is taken out of service for inspection and repairs.  The 10,000-gallon portable tank is a safety buffer to avoid a Village wide water boil order should the main wells go down.  These tanks also eliminate the constant running of the wells.  The tanks cost $6,300 for one (1) month.  The anticipated time the water tower would be down is 7-10 days for inspection and repairs.  Chad further stated that if the Village decides to paint the water tower this year, the Village could retain the tanks at a cost of $500 per month.  The funds would come from Water / Sewer #3; however, the Village may need to borrow from the line of credit.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by John “to authorize use of the hydropneumatic tanks from Municipal Well & Pump at a cost of $6,300 at the time of water tower inspection and repair”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

K.  DISCRETIONARY SPENDING
President Mays stated the Village currently does not have a written policy for discretionary spending.  Jim would like the Board to consider discretionary spending for Chad Insko, Director of Public Works.  Currently, when Chad needs to purchase an item(s) for the Village over $100, he contacts a Committee Chairman for approval.   Discussion was held having a discretionary limit of $500.  Conversation was also held regarding establishing a limit and frequency of discretionary spending.  President Mays stated he would contact other municipalities regarding their policy and present a preliminary ordinance at the July 25th Board Meeting.

L.  OGLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP. (OEDC) DUES
Jim stated that OEDC helps bring new business to Ogle County.  Current OEDC is in discussion with representatives from a company interested in building a factory on property owned by George Glendenning.  The attractiveness of the project is encouraging.  OEDC is asking municipalities to pay dues based on $1 per resident, which would cost Stillman Valley approximately $1,100 per year.  When asked, Jim stated OEDC meets monthly at location throughout Ogle County.  He also feels this is worth pursuing and will be beneficial for the Village.  With no more discussion, a motion was made by John “to pay OEDC annual dues of approximately $1,100”; seconded by Sue.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

M.  OLD BUSINESS
1a.  Water and Sewer Projects: Well #2: Tim Bronn (McMahon Associates, Inc.) stated McMahon is waiting for the final lien waiver from Harn Construction.

1b.  Sewer Plant Land Purchase:  Mays reported that he and Attorney Henry are meeting with Joan Joesten Glendenning and her legal counsel on July 26th to discuss the sewer plant land purchase.  Jim feels this is a step in the right direction.

2a.  Village Growth – Annexation:  Mays stated that Jack Leonard (owner of the East End Restaurant & Bar and adjacent home) wants to spend no money and wants no inconvenience should he agree to annexing into the Village limits.  As the owner, he does not want to pay for installation and hook-up to Village sewer system. In addition, he wants to know the location of the easement.   As an option, the Village could provide the East End sewer service for ten (10) years at no cost or until the property is sold by Leonard. Current condition of the gravel parking lot was addressed.  Since current Village ordinance states that a parking lot would not be gravel, Jim stated that item would be “grandfathered in”.  Jim will try to schedule a time to meet with Jack prior to the July 25th Board Meeting.  If the pre-annexation agreement can be agreed upon, the next step is for the agreement to go before the Stillman Valley Zoning Board of Appeals for a Public Hearing.  President Mays wants to ensure that all Trustees “are on the same page”.  Dan stated that the Village would also gather revenue from the East End from sales tax and property tax.

K.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
1.  Police:  Dan stated that he reviewed the pictures of Matt Lesher’s property (220 S. Pine Street) with regard to the “apparent non-operating vehicle” situation.  Dan discussed the matter with President Mays and feels the Leshers are not in violation of a current Village ordinance.  The Village needs more definite documentation regarding vehicles that are parked for a lengthy period of time.

2.  Parks & Buildings:  Nance’ (1) read an appreciation note from Warren McGhee (311 S. Rural) on the wonderful appearance of the Village parks and her hard work and dedication; (2) received a telephone call regarding crating a horseshoe pit at the Recreation Park.  After discussing the matter, Attorney LeClercq stated it would be creating a liability issue for the Village; (3) asked what the Village could do regarding Kevin Dailey (302 S. Maple Street) lack of watering the grass seed planted as part of the reconstruction of the Maple Street Project.  Chad stated he has asked the fire department to water the area a couple of times a week, which they have done.  Discussion was also held regarding running a hose from Ropp Park to the area on Dailey’s property to assist with the watering; (4) asked Chad the status of lights at the Recreation Park.  Chad has been in contact with Fritz Electric and is also awaiting communication from Scott Bearrows from the School District.

3.  Streets & Alleys:  Mike (1) reported that the catch basin project in the downtown area is going well; (2) stated his dismay over the garbage on the sidewalk from the Royal Blue Restaurant.  Mike will speak with the management on the matter.

4.  Public Works:  Chad had nothing additional to report to the Board.

5.  Ordinance:  Steve was absent.

6.  Water & Sewer:  John reported that prior to the Board Meeting, the Water & Sewer and Street & Alley committees held their July meeting.  During the meeting, the following items were discussed: (1) The Public Works Department has bids for electrical disconnect switches at Well #2 and the treatment plant.  The total is approximately $8,500; (2) the Public Works Department would like to purchase two (2) fire hydrants at a cost of approximately $5,000; (3) the Village purchased $700 worth of pipe and fittings to fix the water problem on Charlie Johnson’s property at 320 E. Main Street; (4) The washout, inspection and repairs for the water tower can begin on July 25, 2005; (5) The Public Works Department would like to purchase a D5 water service-tapping machine for a price of approximately $1,500; (6) Decision needs to be made regarding a portable generator for the Village.  Following further discussion, it was determined that items 1,2, 4, 5 and 6 will be added to the July 25th agenda for spending approval by the Board.

7.  Finance:  Sue had nothing to report.

8.  Clerk:  Anne (1) stated she will be on vacation Tuesday, July 19th and Wednesday, July 20th; (2) reported that Ronnie Loy’s (423 First Street) water was shut off by the Public Works Department on Monday, June 27th, and he has not contacted the Village Hall to make payment as of yet; (3) asked if the Board would authorize Treasurer Fruin to write a check payable to the Illinois Municipal League registration for the Conference on September 22 – 25. The Clerk would like to forward the advance registration for all Trustees who are planning on attending by Wednesday, July 13. A motion was made by John “to authorize Treasurer Fruin to write a check to IML for advanced registration for the annual conference September 22 – 25, 2005”; seconded by Nance’.  Roll was called and the motion passed with five (5) “yes” votes; one (1) absent.

9.  President:  Jim had nothing additional to report to the Trustees.

L.  NEW BUSINESS

None.

M.  EXECUTIVE SESSION
None.

N.  ENGINEERING
Nothing additional to report

O.  NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Village Board will be Monday, July 25, 2005, in the Village Hall at 7:00 p.m.

P.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Dan at 8:56 p.m. to adjourn the meeting; seconded by John; motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Hildebrand

Village Clerk
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